University of Montana

ScholarWorks at University of Montana
University of Montana News Releases, 1928,
1956-present

University Relations

3-3-1980

State nuclear initiative sparks interest in Europe
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases

Let us know how access to this document benefits you.
Recommended Citation
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations, "State nuclear initiative sparks interest in
Europe" (1980). University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 1956-present. 31021.
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases/31021

This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Relations at ScholarWorks at
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Montana News Releases, 1928,
1956-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information,
please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu.

CUM
news

information services • university of montana • missoula, m ontana598l2 • <40Ci) 243-2522
hanson/stc
state
IMMEDIATELY

3-3 "80
STATE NUCLEAR INITIATIVE
SPARKS INTEREST IN EUROPE
by Lars Hanson
UM Information Services

MISSOULA-Montana's Initiative 80, which would ban construction of nuclear power
plants in the state, and tax measures like California's Proposition 13, are two
of the hottest topics of conversation among the Austrians and the Germans University
of Montana Professor Forrest L. Grieves met during a recent 15-month sojurn in
Europe.
The UM political scientist was a Fulbright lecturer in 1978-79 at the
University of Saarland in Saarbrucken

West Germany.

He also gave a series of

lectures in West Germany and Austria under the auspices of the U.S. State Department
and local universities.
It is hoped that his guest lectures will result in an exchange that will
bring a specialist in Soviet affairs from Saarbrucken to the UM during the 1981-82
school year.
During his stay in Europe, Grieves did research on international regulation
of the environment, with the support of the Fulbright-Hays award and a grant from
the Academic Exchange Service.

He presented his preliminary findings to the XI

World Congress of the International Political Science Association in August 1979 at
Moscow State University.
Grieves found his audiences in Austria and Germany particularly interested
in the U.S. initiative and referendum process and in Montana's recent nuclear
initiative.

He noted that Austria recently held a hotly debated national plebiscite

regarding a nuclear power plant in the village of Zwentendorf.
(over)

Grieves--add one
He said that the question 6f nuclear power plant construction looms very
large in Western Europe, particularly in highly urbanized Germany and France,
where plant siting must inevitably be in highly populated areas.

Germans feel

especially vulnerable because their increasing energy requirements have meant
a growing dependence on OPEC oil, with its attendant uncertainties, he added.
Germans, inhabiting a nation the size of Oregon with a population nearly
one-fourth that of the United States, generally acknowledge the necessity of nuclear
power development, but like many Americans, are torn between the alleged benefits
and the unavoidable threats inherent in nuclear power, particularly regarding waste
disposal, Grieves said.
While the more radical German groups see nuclear power as "the atomic devil,"
even the majority, who are inclined to a more moderate view, readily admit to
concerns about the problems of plant location, waste storage and the already advanced
extent of pollution, he emphasized.
Unlike their French counterparts, the Germans have not yet been highly vocal
in their opposition to the advancement of nuclear power, but a strongly anti-nuclear
bias seems to pervade discussion of the issue, Grieves noted.
He added that Germans do not exactly see "eye-to-eye" with the United States
regarding nuclear technology or political policies with the OPEC nations since their
more extensive dependence on oil and trade relations with the Soviet Union militates
toward maintenance of a "low profile" regarding recent developments in these areas.
Grieves admitted that while he was no great supporter of the current
administration's policies, he often found himself defending them to his audiences.
He observed that, in contrast to European respect for Nixon's and Kissinger's
"competence" (in spite of the "embarassment" of Watergate) Carter's policies have
resulted in the widespread feeling that he is really "not in command."

(more)

GRIEVES— add two
Grieves says various inconsistencies in the U.S. position regarding the
neutron bomb, the U.S. inability to stabilize the dollar on the European currency
market, and Carter's initial highly vocal stance regarding human rights contribute
to their perception.
The West Germans, who are currently, in effect, "buying refugees" from
East Germany, have felt Carter's actions have antagonized the Communists, and so
have frustrated this unofficial exchange, he said.
He observed that the Germans have felt the Americans' sluggishness in
undertaking conservation and the government's policies of subsidizing American oil
companies have resulted in American domination of the Rotterdam oil market, thereby
depriving Germany of vitally needed oil.
Turning to his experience teaching German students, Grieves commented
"Students are the same everywhere," especially in their fondness for sporadic class
attendance and extra-curricular socializing at the local beerhalls.
He was quick to point out, however, that, like Europeans in general, German
students are very well informed about international and American politics, and
possess a well-rounded view of world events.
Grieves said the German system of education appears relatively easier than
the American.

Little formal work and comparatively fewer examinations are required.

Even so, the quality of his students' work was of surprisingly high caliber, a result
of the German emphasis on independent work at the university level, preceded by
very intensive preparation at the secondary level.
Grieves was impressed with his students' familiarity with U.S. history,
noting that several were "nearly experts," able to discuss such obscure details
as the Wagner Act and the Ful1-Employment Act with great sophistication.

He found

this especially gratifying considering the heavy emphasis German political science
has come to place on Chinese studies, largely as a result of the expanding economic
ties of the European economic community with China.
(more)

GRIEVES— add three
The cosmopolitan perspective he encountered at Saarbrucke

was rather

"atypical" he felt, since the Saarland, a small province tucked in the southwest
corner of German between Luxembourg and the French provinces of Alsace and Lorraine,
has been traditionally regarded as the "fledgling and orphan child" of Germany.
The state's heavy dependence on the coal industry, whose workers provide
most of the student body, would seem to lend itself to a more provincial outlook,
Grieves said.

But this tendency is offset tremendously by the state's location,

which accounts for the influx of French and Luxemburger students and professors
and a surprisingly internationalist orientation and a high degree of environmental
awareness .
Nevertheless, Grieves was startled at times by the persistence of certain
rater "distorted views" of life in the United States.

Germans in general seemed to

perceive the United States as still being widely beset by racial problems and crime
in the streets, a view which he attributed largely to the impressions created by
American TV programming.
He noted also that Germans seemed to be "frantic
about health care and retirement.

about security," especially

Though he often took great pains to describe the

American emphasis on personal responsibility for health care along with government
programs such as Medicare, most Germans he encountered "seemed convinced U.S. people
were defenseless" in this regard.
Just before returning to the UM in the fall, Grieves attended a reception
honoring foreign scholars working in Germany.

This affair at the Villa Hammerschmidt

in Bonn was sponsored by the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation and hosted by the
president of the West German Federal Republic.
At the reception at the West German "White House" Grieves and his family
talked briefly with their host.

For the professor of international law from the

University of Montana, this encounter with President Karl Carstens, a former
professor of internal law at the University of Coloane, which was the highlight of the trip

